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Prayer for the General Assembly 


Each year we are asked as a Church to remember the Annual 
Meeting of the General Assembly of our Church in Special Prayer. 
Let Congregations, Groups and Individuals be much in Prayer for 
this coming meeting of the Assembly, at Richmond, Va., June 2, 1955, 
and through the following week end. Many problems and policies of 
great importance to our whole Church will be brought up, discussed 
and acted upon. Let us pray earnestly for God’s guidance and direc- 
tion in all these matters. 
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A Vital Decision 


This Journal is being deluged by letters from 
men and women all over the church, letters in 
which there is one central thought. In addition, 
recent personal and telephone conversations have 
brought to light the seriousness of this viewpoint. 


We will try to put this clearly and concisely. 


The coming General Assembly and our church 
leadership is being closely watched. It is the feeling 
of many people who mean much to the church 
in terms of both money and influence that the 
overwhelming defeat of the proposed Plan of 
union demands, of all concerned, that for now 
union shall be forgotten and our time, energies 
and money united in the program of the church. 


Let there be no mistake, the membership of 
the church will not be content to see covert plans 
for union set up. They want the Committee on 
Cooperation and Union abolished. They do not 
want a new committee set up under another name 
which will continue activities for union. 


A Committee on Comity and for the facilitating 
of legitimate cooperative procedures will be per- 
fectly in order, provided its membership represents 
the will and judgment of the church as so recently 


and so clearly expressed. But, if any mechanism 


is set up which is not truly representative, those 
who are responsible will have done a great dis- 
service to the church. : 


We write this in candor and without any ill- 
will whatsoever. But, we write with a conviction, 
based on widespread and spontaneous messages 
which have come directly, and indirectly, to this 
office. 
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For the sake of our church, her great opportun- 
ities and responsibilities, let us desist from any 
action which will renew the controversies and dis- 
cord of the last few years. This will take grace 
on the part of all of us. It will take renewed 
Christian love and charity. But, it will pay off in 
great dividends for our Lord’s work. 


Those who have opposed union are ready to 
close the ranks and go forward. In large meas- 
ure the decision rests with those with whom we 
have differed on this matter. 


We believe that wise counsel will prevail. 


—H. B. D. 


Dr. Bell Goes to London 
and Edinburgh 


Our Associate Editor, Dr. Nelson Bell, left New 
York for London by air on the 18th to attend 
the final meetings of his famous _ son-in-law, 
Evangelist Billy Graham, at Wembley Stadium. 
He plans to return to Asheville in about ten days. 


Last year Dr. Bell wrote a series of articles for 
this Journal while attending the last twelve days 
of the Harringay meetings in London. Later, at 
the request of Dr. McCorkle, he gave a first hand 
account of his experiences before a packed audi- 
torium at last year’s General Assembly. 


Many commissioners spoke of this as the high- 
light of the last Assembly and a tape recording of 
the address has been widely used throughout the 


Church. 


This year Dr. Bell will write for the Journal, 
telling of his experiences at Wembley. He also 
expects to attend a part of the meeting of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 
Edinburgh where Dr. Graham will be the special 
guest of honor. 
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This Journal has received such a mass of material 
having to do with the Glasgow meetings that it is 
impossible to even print a small part. The results 
stagger the imagination and those close to the 
situation feel that this is only the beginning. Over 
52,000 decisions for Christ were registered and 
the churches have taken on wonderful new life. 
Ministers are preaching as never before and new 
conversions are being recorded weekly in many of 
the parishes. 


We must humbly shan!. God for what He has 
done and continue to pray that not only Scotland 
but the Church everywhere may be truly revived 
and aroused to her task and her opportunity. 


—H. B. D. 


Did Jesus Teach The Infinite 
Value of the Soul? 


He tiught that a man is worth more than a 
sheep, a daughter of Abraham than the ox which 
is led to water, a disciple than many sparrows. 
~ aa He teach the infinite value of every human 
soul ? 


Following in the line of Kant morals argu- 
ment which posits God in the interest of the 
moral attainment of the soul, and Lotze’s world 
of worths, Albert Ritschl affirmed that the indi- 
vidual person has the value of the whole, rather 
“the value greater than the whole world.” Ritschl’s 
disciple Harnack finds the essence of Christianity 
and “the whole Gospel’”’: 


“In the combination of these ideas - God, the 
Father, Providence, the position of men as God’s 
children, the infinite value of the human soul.” 
Das Wesen des Christentums. What is Christi- 
anity? p 74. 


Harnack reasons that in asking, “What shall 
it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul?’”’, Jesus put a man’s value 
as high as it can be put... “Jesus Christ was 
the first to bring the value of every human soul 
to light” .. . “this is the transvaluation of values.” 


What Harnack wrote for the generation of yes- 
terday is being challenged today. For example, Pro- 
fessor W. G. Kuemmel of Zurich in his picture 
cf man in the New Testament takes direct issue 
with Harnack as to the exegesis of Mark 8.35-36. 
For Kuemmel this passage does not teach the 
special value of the human soul, as compared with 


God or the world, but on the contrary seeks to 
warn men of the danger of losing the heavenly 
life through their preoccupation with worthless 
earthly acquisitions. ““Man is for Jesus quite def- 
initely the crown of creation, but Jesus derives 
from that not a particularly high valuation of man 
before God, but rather the obligation of man.” 
God has created man for service to Himself, to 
bring forth fruits. “Man is for Jesus clearly God’s 
slave and a creature obligated to the service of 
God Who will demand a reckoning of him.” But 
man does not do the will of God either in his 
“higher” or in his “lower” nature — indeed the 
whole man is evil and needs more than Harnack 
puts into what he calls “the whole Gospel”. 


Likewise, Bishop Anders Nygren of Lund in 
Agape and Eros’ objects to Harnack’s interpreta- 
tion thus: “To this, however, we can rightly 
object that ‘the idea of the infinite value of the 
human soul’ is by no means a central idea of 
Christianity. Only a false exegesis has made it 
possible to find support for this idea in the oft- 
quoted passage: ‘What doth it profit a man, to 
gain the whole world, and forfeit his life (A.V. 
soul) ? For what should a man give in exchange 
for his life (A.V.soul) ??. Moreover, Harnack’s 
statement that ‘all who bear a human face are of 
more value than the whole world’ shows very 
clearly that the thought of an infinite value of 
this kind as belonging to man by nature has its 
roots elsewhere than in Christianity.” 


Rather it is the Hellenistic idea of an inalien- 
able value coming from an alleged Divine spark 
never wholly quenched by sin (cf. the Orphic myth 
of Dionysos). 


“Viewed in this light, God’s forgiveness of 
sins means merely that He disregards the manifold 
faults and failings of the outward life and looks 
only at the inward, imperishable value that sin 
has never been able to destroy. His forgiving love 
means that He sees and values the pearl of great 
price, regardless of the defilement that happens 
at present to cling to it. He overlooks the defects 
and imperfections armel concentrates on the essence 
of the personality which wins His approbation. 


If this interpretation of Divine forgiveness and 
love were correct, God’s love would not in the 
last resort be spontaneous and unmotivated but 
would have an adequate motive in the infinite value 
inherent in human nature. ‘The forgiveness of 
sin would then imply merely the recognition of 
an already existing value. But it is evident enough 
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that this is not the forgiveness of sins as Jesus 
understands it. When He says, “Thy sins are for- 
given thee’, this is no mere formal attestation 
of the presence of value which justifies the over- 
looking of faults; it is the bestowal of a gift. The 
forgiveness of sins is a creative work of Divine 
power (exousia) which Jesus knows Himself called 
to carry out on earth, and which can be put on a 
level with other Divine miracles, such as the heal- 


ing of the paralytic (Mark. 2.5-12).” 


If space permitted it could be shown from the 
article Justification by Professor Gottlob Schrenck 
of Zurich in Kittel that forgiveness is just as truly 
an act of God as is His punishment of creatures. 


It seems to us that Kuemmel, Nygren, and 
Schrenck are nearer the true meaning of the Gos- 
pel and nearer to our Calvinistic conception of 
unconditional election than are Kant, Ritschl and 
Harnack. 

In any case, one ought to answer these challenges 
to Harnack’s interpretation before committing him- 


self to the Harnack view. R. 


Over Against the Treasury 


The Gospel records how our Lord Jesus Christ 
sat down over against the treasury and watched 
the people cast money into the treasure box. It 
is a Christian’s privilege to see his Lord and 
Saviour with the eye of faith at every collection 
and give his offering directly into the hands of 
the risen Redeemer for His work. In the Kingdom 
of Grace, giving is an act of gratitude to Him 
Who made us, Who daily upholds us, Who re- 
deemed us at tremendous cost, to Whom we are 
to give account of our stewardship of life and of 
possession. As we meditate on the wonder of every 
spiritual and material blessing with which He 
has crowned our days, the Holy Spirit works in 
our hearts the grace of giving. We remember the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ Who though He 
was rich yet became poor that we through His 
poverty might be made rich; and as we do we 
enjoy giving. In our own denomination, the found- 
ing fathers sought to enthrone Christ alone as 
King in Zion with His Word as our only law. 
Under this Christ-centered Reign we have gone 
forward in stewardship and giving beyond many 
of our fellow denominations in wealthier regions, 
some of which have tried to force benevolences 
into exclusively denominational channels. 


We greatly fear, however, that this grace of 
giving is in danger of being turned into law and 
the freeness of Christ’s sole reign to be compromised 
and jeopardized by ecclesiastical legalism. A strong 
effort is on to introduce another ordination vow 
that pledges every minister to give exclusive sup- 
port to whatever the several boards and agencies 
of the Church ask in benevolences. Now we have 
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| LISTEN TO THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES 


Sunday, May 29 
Topic: 
“‘Let God Help You 
Find Peace of Mind’”’ 
Speaker: 

Dr. John A. Redhead 
Consult Local Station 
For Time 
Write For Copies Of 

Messages 


Division Of Radio & Television—Atlanta, Ga. 


confidence in our boards and enjoy supporting 
them as we give to Christ for them. But we do 
not admit that these agencies own the people of 
Christ and their givings, as our Lord does. We 
fear that the introduction of force will take away 
the joy of giving and cause false inferences to be 
drawn to the effect that our Boards have to have 
some such legalistic defense because otherwise they 
cannot meet comparison with other agencies doing 
sundry similar tasks. Such an inference would be 
false, but why give occasion for it to be drawn? 
Why not leave our agencies to continue to dem- 
onstrate their superior fitness in doing the several 
tasks assigned them, keep them on their toes? 


Why not live as brethren, each minister acting 
in good conscience toward God his Saviour and 
His Church? We earnestly urge the re-considera- 
tion and rejection of the proposal for such an 


added ordination vow. 


Prepitiation, or Merely 
Expiation? 

When you read your King James Version of 
the Bible you fnd the word propitiation in Romans 
3.25 and | John 2.2 and 4.10. In the 1901 Ameri- 
can Standard Version propitiation occurs in the 
three mentioned passages plus Hebrews 2.17 where 
the King James’ rendering is reconciliation. ‘There 
are three other passages in the Greek New Testa- 
ment, namely, Luke 18.13; Hebr.8.12 and 9.5 
where the same root idea occurs. The ASV gives 
in the margin under the last named, Gr, the 
propitiatory. 


When one turns, however to recent American 
Bibles the case is different. The Westminster 
Bible under Romans 3.25 suggests that the term 
means not appeasement but expiation or rather 
a means whereby sin is forgiven, p.270. The Re- 
vised Standard Version of 1952 gives an expiation 
in Rom. 3.25; to make expiation in Hebr. 2.17 and 


the expiation in | John 2.2 and 4.10. 
What is the difference and why is it made? 


Propitiation indicates that there is wrath, dis- 
pleasure against sin on the part of God which is 
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to be appeased, the dictates of divine holiness which 
are to be vindicated. Propitiation means that in 
His invincible love God has provided Christ to 
be our representative and substitute to take our 
place and bear the punishment we deserve and 
so remove the displeasure of God. It means that 
we are reconciled to God by the death of His Son. 
Those who reject the word propitiation tend to 
treat redemption as purely subjective, the whole 
change is on man’s part. ‘They explain away the 
sundry passages (perhaps 585 in the Old Testa- 
ment) which speak of the wrath of God. In place 
of propitiation they interpret the words as mean- 
ing to purify the sinner and to expiate his sin. 
The whole effect is on man for the cleansing of 
his heart and the satisfaction of his moral needs. 


The reason sundry recent translations have elim- 
inated the word propitiation is that Professor C. H. 
Dodd of Cambridge has labored to show that the 
Hebrew word kipper is not translated in the LX X 
so as to mean propitiation, but rather, purify, 
expiate, forgive. In the recent issue of the West- 
minster Theological Journal, Chestnut — Hill, 
Philadelphia, there is a strong article by Professor 
Roger E. Nicole examining Dodd's thesis in detail 
and challenging it in a score of arguments. 


For example, Dodd admits that ‘most trans- 
laters and commentators” are against him, that 
likewise the new Liddel and Scott is from his view- 
point wrong. Nicole lists among recent scholars 
differing from Dodd, Adolph Deissmann, Walter 
Bauer, A. Medebielle in Supplement au Diction- 
naire de la Bible, Leon Morris, The Expository 
Times, May 1951. From such scholarly work it 
is shown that the Greek verb hilaskesthai and its 
cognates does mean to propitiate in classical Greek, 
in the Koine, in Josephus, in Philo, in Maccabees, 
in the Apostolic Fathers, and in Modern Greek. 
Then the arguments of Dodd as to the usage in 
LXX are examined in detail and found woefully 
wanting. ‘“‘Dodd’s contentions appear to rest on a 
precarious foundation.” The averting of anger 
seems to represent a stubborn substratum of mean- 
ing from which all the usages may be explained. 


In the face of Dodd’s admission that most trans- 
laters and commentators are on the other side, in 
the face of the general Greek usage, and the pre- 
carious basis of Dodd’s interpretation of the LX X 
and his easy assumption that what may be true 
of the LXX is necessarily true of the New Testa- 
ment, we protest this elimination of propitiation 
trom our current editions and translations of the 
Bible. According to the weight of biblical inter- 
pretation, God did in His mercy vindicate His 
holiness, satisfy His justice, glorify His holiness, 
propitiate His wrath, reconcile the world unto 
Himself. He did this by giving His own Son to 
stand in our place and take our punishment, so 
that His invincible love might achieve its saving 
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purpose of bringing a host that no man can num- 
ber to wash their robes and make them white in 


the blood of the Lamb. WW: 


The Agnostic Philosophy 


Dear Mr. Editor: 

In the April 13th issue of the Christian Observer 
there appears, under the title GENERAL AS- 
SEMBLY REPORTS, some agnostic philosophy. 
And the recommendations are that it be adopted 
by the coming General Assembly and widely read 
by our people. I know you are aware of this re- 
port and my only purpose in this letter is to 
express hope that you or someone in our church 
will write a reply to the subtle insinuations found 
in this article. 


That which | have particular reference to is 
the article: Unity in the Church with Diversity. 
In sec. III (1) “A proper understanding of Lan- 
guage. Here the worst possible form of agnos- 
ticism is set forth under the guise of thoughtful 
understanding and caution in judging motives. In 
(2) “A proper understanding of the Bible’ for 
which (1) paved the way the denial of inspiration 
is outright. I am not capable of making a full 
reply to these and other heresies found in this 
report, but | know there are others, like yourself, 
who can challenge such an article so that our 
people may know there is a final authority. I 
hope this does not pass the General Assembly. 


Sincerely, 
P. P. Robertson 


Kanawha Salines Presbyterian Church 


Malden, W. Va. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


We agree with our esteemed correspondent that 
the official position of our Church is opposed to 
the agnostic philosophy. Both in our standards 
and in our ordination vows we recognize a final 
authority, the Holy Scriptures, and set forth and 
affirm our acceptance of the system of doctrine 
and of conduct therein given. Thus our Confession 
teaches that: 


The whole counsel of God, concerning all things, 
necessary for His own glory, man’s salvation, faith 
and life is either expressly set down in Scripture, 
or by good and necessary consequence may be de- 
duced from Scripture . . . Those things which are 
necessary to be known, believed, and observed, for 
salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened 
in some place in Scripture or other, that not only 
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the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of 
the ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient 
understanding of them. 


In place of indefiniteness as to what the Holy 
Scripture teaches, our Book of Church Order de- 
clares: 


The Confession of faith and the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms of the Westminster Assembly, 
together with the formularies of government, dis- 
cipline, and worship, are accepted by the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States as standard 
expositions of the teaching of Scripture in relation 
to both faith and practice. 


In accord with our Standards, we accept in 
our first ordination vow the Scriptures as the 
Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice. And in the second, we accept the Con- 
fession and Catechisms as containing the system 
of doctrine taught in the Scriptures. 


We earnestly request the coming General Assem- 
bly to weed out the agnostic philosophy from the 
report against which the Reverend Richard P. 
Robertson protests, and to bring it into conformity 


with the Standards of the Church. 
K. 


WHEN OLD FRIENDS GET TOGETHER 


Among the scores of friends who came to greet 
Dr. and Mrs. L. O. McCutchen (missionaries to 
Korea since 1902, now retired) during their recent 
visit to Korea was old Rev. Kim Ung-gyu. There 
was sadness in his face as he spoke of the very 
recent death of his wife with whom he had lived 
for 61 years and one month, but joy as he told 
of reading to her such passages as Psalm 23 and 
John 14 as she passed away. Then he began to 
reminisce over a half-century of continued Christian 
service as evangelist, pastor, and presbyter. 


“When Dr. McCutchen first came to our vil- 
lage back in 1905,” said he, “I was persecuting the 
church. I had given the local evangelist a lot of 
trouble by agitating against him among the vil- 
lagers. When Dr. McCutchen arrived, I shouted 
to the others to bind and beat him. But Dr. Mc- 
Cutchen simply went on into the house and sat 
down on the floor to pray. It was the first time 
I had ever seen a Christian pray and I was con- 
science-stricken, thinking, ‘I have been cursing 
this foreigner, and he is praying for me.’ So I 
changed my attitude and led the missionary from 
house to house so that he could visit and preach. 


“From that day to this I have been a preacher 
of the Gospel and a friend of missionaries.’”’ Old 
Mr. Kim is about 80 years old but he stands as 
a monument to the power of God to change the 
hearts of men, and a tribute to the labors of early 
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missionaries such as the McCutchens. Among othe: 
pastorates he was for some years pastor of the 
church at the Wilson leper colony near Soonchun. 
Though retired, he still visits many small churches 
to hold the sacraments. His stories of long asso- 
ciation with Dr. McCutchen were typical of the 
scores of such tales recounted as the McCutchens 
forgot their 80 years and traveled extensively 
among many of their former churches, for a 
‘“home-coming”’ day after day. Yet it was more 
than a reunion of old friendships—for the Mc- 
Cutchens are still missionaries. By simple messages 
from the Word of God, wise counselling and en- 
couragement, these aged servants of the church 
have rendered a profound and lasting encore to their 
years of previous service. 


Let the church thank God for the labors of 
these servants back in the years when the church 
was new in Korea and other lands! And may 
she pray that the work so well begun may be con- 
tinued by those now following in their train. 


Joe B. Hopper, 


Chunju, Korea | 


A Modern Miracle 
By George Burnham 


Belfast — The gay city of Belfast, where smil- 
ing Irishmen put their best into a zest for living, 


saw something Saturday night that probably | 


never will be duplicated by any city in America. 


Over 4,000 citizens, most of them young peo- 


ple, overflowed two big assembly halls to hear } 


a preacher. This is unusual enough in itself 
on a Saturday night, but the preacher was not 
in Belfast. He was in Glasgow, Scotland. 


The restless Irish, who like to sing or dance 
a jig at the drop of a plumed hat, sat quietly 


in the two halls for over an hour and a half | 
as they listened to a loudspeaker relaying the | 


Billy Graham evangelistic service from Glasgow 
200 miles away. 


An estimated 1,000,000 people in about 700 | 


halls throughout Great Britain were doing the 
same thing. In one community a woman who 
lived across the street from the hall was stub- 


born about giving up her telephone line, but | 


finally yielded. 


It’s just possible that many bored Americans 


rushing madly about trying to get entertained 
may not be able to visualize such a relay service. 


Neither could I. So I took a night boat from } 


Glasgow to Belfast for a first-hand look. The 
two halls filled early, and in the Wellington 
assembly there were people sitting in the aisles 
some 15 minutes before Cliff Barrows began 
leading his 1,500 voice choir in the All-Scotland 
Crusade theme song, “Blessed Assurance.’”’ When 
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Cliff asked all those in Glasgow’s Kelvin Hall 
io wave their songbooks the people in Ireland 
waved theirs too. He then led the congregation 
in singing Scotland’s favorite, “The 23rd 
Psalm” to the tune of “Crimond in Belfast.” 
A choir leader with headphones led the con- 
gregation in singing the same song. 

The great throng listened quietly as Dr. Paul 
Rees of Minneapolis read from the Bible and 
Dr. Neville Chamberlain, minister of Glasgow 
Cathedral, prayed. Bev Shea couldn’t have 
picked a more appropriate solo. People of Ire- 
land sat with rapt expressions as his great voice 
boomed over the loudspeaker, “Sing Me a Song 
of Sharon’s Rose.” 


After this, Cliff got a little fancy, but he 
may never know just how fancy, on the song, 
“Revive Us Again.” He had it set up that the 
people in Kelvin Hall would sing “Hallelujah”, 
then remain quiet while the people in an ad- 
joining hall sang, “Thine the Glory.” What 
he didn’t know was that “Hallelujah” was 
sung in Scotland, and “Thine the Glory” in 
Ireland. This should go down in history as the 
greatest international choir ever assembled. 
When the collection was taken in Scotland it 
also was taken in Ireland to pay for line tolls. 


Billy Graham stepped onto the platform and 
faced three different mediums: 17,000 in Kel- 
vin, several thousand by closed circuit TV in 
the adjoining hall and about 1,000,000 at relay 
points. After warming to his difficult task he 
lashed out at the world’s indifference to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. “People today have 
plenty of time,” he said, ‘‘to read the newspapers 
and watch TV, but they just don’t have time 
to read the Bible. I solemnly warn those peo- 
ple that they are heading for destruction and 
hell.” 


Shooting verses from the Bible in machine 
gun fashion, he cautioned members of churches 
against mistaking an intellectual belief in 
Christ for a heart surrender. “You can join 
every church in the world,’ Billy said, “but 
it won’t get you to Heaven. The Bible teaches 
there has to come a moment in your life when 
you surrender your will to Christ. Have you 
done that?” There was a moment’s pause in 
Scotland. You could have heard a pin drop in 
Ireland. A ministerial student listening to a 
relay service at the University of Edinburgh was 
serving as counselor at a relay meeting. Billy 
asked over the loudspeaker if the people knew 
Christ or just knew about him. The student 
snatched off his counselor badge and threw it 
onto the floor before marching forward. He 
said, “I entered the ministry as a career. Now 
{ want to receive Christ into my heart.” 


At the finish of his message in Kelvin Hall 
Billy asked the people to come forward who 
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wanted to receive Christ. He asked those watch- 
ing on TV and those listening to the relay to 
do the same thing. Several hundred moved for- 
ward at Kelvin, about 30 walked to the front 
in Belfast, an estimated 1,500 went to the front 
of halls throughout Great Britain. 


In the face of all this, some cynics continue 
to insist that the people are moved by hypno- 
tism or emotionalism instead of God. A lead- 
ing writer in Britain says, “It is something in 
the eyes of Billy Graham that does it.” Maybe 
so, but Billy hasn’t been in Ireland since 1947. 


ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 108 
SALVAGING A HOPELESS DERELICT 


Sometimes passing along the street we see a 
pitiful old ‘derelict’? - not as old perhaps as he 
looks, but plainly adrift on the sea of life. His 
sails have been shredded by the storms of life, 
his mainmast is bent and broken, his rudder is 
gone. He is dirty, unshaven, shaggy and bleary- 
eyed; the one thing uppermost in his mind is how 
to get a drink and some food. 


It is not easy to imagine a human wreck like 
that being converted, sobering up, cleaning up, 
dressing up, getting a job and becoming a rejoicing 
Christian with a radiant testimony; but that very 
thing has occurred many times, and ANGLERS 
is happy to give you one instance in the following 
account just received. 


Dear Anglers: 

I was a student in a Bible institute when on 
one Sunday afternoon | attended a service in the 
Y. M. C. A. The speaker’s subject was “The 
Prodigal Son,” and when the invitation was given 
to accept Christ a number of men came forward, 
among them an aged, gray headed man. I went 
up and spoke to the old man, shook hands with 
him and told him my name, asked him his name 
and he told me. ‘Where are you from,” I asked. 
“From South Carolina,” he replied. ‘South Caro- 
lina?” I exclaimed, “why that’s my home state, 
too. It helped to give me a start with him. He 
was poverty stricken, out of work and utterly dis- 
couraged. I talked with him about Christ, bowed 
and prayed for him, then got him to pray for 
himself: ‘‘Lord, be merciful to me a sinner and 
save me for Jesus sake.” Just that and no more. 
He accepted Christ as his Lord and Saviour. I 
gave him some money to buy something to eat and 
a place to sleep that night. I also gave him a 
copy of the Gospel of John, which he promised 
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to read daily. I gave him my address and invited 
him to come to see me, which he did and | saw 
him a number of times. The last time was at a 
home for aged and crippled railroad men, where 
he had a good job at a good salary, nice clothes, 
plenty to eat, lots of friends and the GREAT 
peace and joy of the Lord in his heart and on 
his face. Shortly before that when | first met him 
he was without work, without one penny, without 
food, without a place to lay his gray head and 
without one friend in all that large city. His 
clothes were all tattered and worn and dirty, 
tramping the streets ih the bitter cold of winter, 
utterly down and out; and so discouraged, as he 
told me later, that he was on the verge of going 
to the river and ending his life. 


(Signed name given by permission ) 
David T. Lauderdale, 
Pastor A.R.P. Church, Lexington, Va. 


Editor's Comment: 
Note the “fishing equipment” used. 
1. Friendly introduction; my name is . . . and 
your name? 


2. Both of us from South Carolina! 


3. Prayed with him. 
4+. Induced him to pray for himself - a sinner. 
5. Provided food and lodging for a hungry and 


homeless man. 
6. Gave him the Gospel of John to read daily. 
7. Arranged for subsequent contacts. 


8. The Holy Spirit used these to save a desperately 
lost soul. 

9. Read Hebrews 7:25 and never look upon any 
soul as hopelessly lost. 


Correction 


In our report of the votes of the Presbyteries 
we tried of course to be accurate in every detail. 


However it has been called to our attention that 


our reports concerning three of the Presbyteries 
were in error as to the number of votes cast for 
Union. The vote of Bluestone Presbytery should 
have given 25 votes for Union instead of 22 and 
we are now informed that Greenbrier Presbytery 
voted 39 for Union instead of 33 as reported by 
us. We regret this mistake and we are happy to 
correct it here. We did report that these Presby- 
teries cast their vote for Union. We were also 
informed that only three Elders voted for Union 
in Fayetteville Presbytery. This was evidently the 
opinion of our informant and not a matter of record 
since the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery has written 
us that the vote was taken by secret ballot. 


—H. B. D. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE : 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- | 
lege and Secondary Schools Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, I2th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer school 
begins June 6, 1955. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 


NEWS ITEMS FROM 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


At the request of Madame Chiang Kai Shek 
a special edition of 60,000 New ‘Testaments was 
published in Hong Kong for distribution among 
the Nationalist troops on Formosa. The _ publica- 
tion work was done by the American Bible Society, 
and other Bible Societies working together in the 
Bible House at Hong Kong. The books are on 
their way from Hong Kong to Taipeh. 

=e 


Loren Nussbaum, the American Bible Society's 
first agent in Liberia, has been invited by Radio 
Station ELWA in Monrovia, to participate in 
daily morning broadcasts of Bible Reading. The 
station wrote Mr. Nussbaum saying that ‘The 
doors of ELWA are wide open to the American 
Bible Society.” 

Through the good offices of an interested donor 
in the United States, the American Bible Society 
has secured permission to place Bibles in English 
and the national languages in all U. S. Embassies, 
Legations, and Consulates throughout the world. 
Scriptures are also to be placed in the reference 
rooms of all USIS libraries. 


PRESENTATION OF 40.000,000TH 
SCRIPTURE VOLUME 


The American Bible Society recently presented 
to the Armed Forces a copy of the New Testament, 
commemorative of the 40,000,000th Volume of 
Holy Scriptures supplied by the Society since 1818 
to men and women of our Armed Forces, their 
allies and civilians in liberated areas. 


Admiral Arthur W. Radford, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, accepted the Testament in a 
ceremony at the Pentagon in Washington, D. C.., 
attended by chaplains representing all branches of 
our military forces and by local and national church 
leaders. 


The Bible Society provides the Scriptures with- 
out charge either to the recipients or to the Gov- 
ernment. Funds are supplied by the nation’s churches 
for this purpose, and the Scriptures are intended 
to provide a direct link between the church at home 
and the men and women in the Armed Forces all 
over the world. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 5 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Manasseh’s Sin and R epentance 


Background Scripture: II Chrenicles 33 (see II Kings 21) 


Devotional: Psalm 143 


In studying the history of the kings of Judah we often find a wicked king followed by a good son, 
and vice versa. | wonder if we do not get a clue to the cause of this in a phrase which. sometimes occurs 
just after the name of the king. This phrase is “his mother’s name.” In the case of the good king 
Hezekiah we read, “And his mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter of Zachariah.” In the case of 
Manasseh, we read, “And his mother’s name was Hepzebah.”’ It seems that when a king is very good, 


or very bad, that his mother’s name is recorded. 
Take the case of Ahab and Jezebel. We can easily 
see the terrible influence of Jezebel upon her 
daughter, Athaliah, and the influence of Athaliah 
upon her son. (see II Chron. 22:2, for Athaliah). 
What a curse to have a Jezebel or an Athaliah for 
a mother; what a blessing to have a mother like 
Hannah! Whether any connection is intended or 
not, we know that the influence of a mother for 
good or evil is most powerful and lasting. Example 
after example might be given where this influence 
is plainly seen. I expect, if all the truth were 
known, that the awful plague of juvenile delin- 
quency which is now sweeping our nation could 
be traced in many cases to evil mothers, or to evil 
fathers, for we cannot leave them out. Many a 
great and good man has testified to the influence 
of his praying and godly mother. The Grace of 
(God, and a good mother to teach us of that grace, 
are a most powerful combination. Manasseh had 
a good father, but there must have been something 
lacking in his mother. 


Qur Devotional Reading, (Psalm 143) is a 
beautiful prayer. Manasseh also prayed, and re- 
pented of his sins and humbled himself; and God 
was entreated of him. God is ever ready to hear 
and forgive even the worst of sinners, if they will 
turn to Him in humility of spirit and pray for 
mercy. 


The lesson naturally falls into three sections: 
(1) Manasseh’s Sins, (2) His Chastening, and (3) 


His Repentance. 


l. His Terrible Sins: “Worse than the Heathen: 
33:1-10. 


Some sins are “more heinous” in the sight of 
(sod than others, and when a man who knows 
about God, and has had a good father, sins “worse 
than the heathen,” it classifies him among the 
greatest of sinners. His reign was a long one. 
Wicked rulers can do a lot of harm even when 
they are in power but a short time, (Athaliah 
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reigned only about seven years, but she wrought 
havoc in Judah). Manasseh had over half a cen- 
tury in which to exert an influence for evil. 


He proceeded to undo all the good that his 
father, Hezekiah, had done. This evil course is 
described by such phrases as,: ‘Like unto the abom- 
ination of the heathen” .. . “built again the high 
places” .. . “reared up altars for Baalim” .. . 
‘built altars in the house of the Lord” .. . “altars 
for all the host of heaven”. . . “‘caused his children 
to pass through the fire” . . . “‘practiced augury” 
. . . “used witchcraft” set a carved image 
in the house of God” ... “and the Lord spake 
to Manasseh and to his people; but they would 
not hearken”’ . . . ‘“‘worse than the nations.” This 
is indeed a terrible record. “Then, when we re- 
member that these people had just passed through 
a period of spiritual enlightenment and_ revival, 
we see how inexcusable this relapse and apostasy 
is. It makes our sins more heinous when we 
sin against light and love. ‘They also persisted 
in their sinful course when warned by the prophets. 
It is no wonder that God’s patience becomes ex- 
hausted and that wrath and judgment came upon 
them. 


I think we should apply this lesson to America 
today. God has been good to us. We have come 
through two World Wars without our land being 
invaded or bombed. We have been blessed in a 
marvelous manner. We should be very grateful 
and very humble. I am afraid, however, that we 
are neither, and that we are becoming more and 
more steeped in sin. I have just glanced at a new 
copy of the Saturday Evening Post, and in it 
we have an account of some of the results of a 
committee’s investigation of Juvenile Delinquency 
in the U. S. This is just one of the many signs 
of moral degeneration in our land. We are being 
warned, not only by preachers, but by men like 
Edgar Hoover, of the terrible increase in crime. 
God has been patient, as He was with Judah, 
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but judgment is bound to come, unless we change 
our ways. Our many enemies are looking on like 
hungry vultures, waiting for a chance to devour us. 
America needs our prayers. 


II. His Chastening, or Punishment: 
II Chronicles 33: 11-19. 


Moses in Deuteronomy 28 had solemnly warned 
Israel of the consequences of departing from God. 
In verse 36 of that chapter he says, “The Lord 
shall bring thee, and thy king which thou shalt 
set over thee, unto a nation which neither thou 
nor thy fathers have known; and there thou 
shalt serve other gods, wood and stone.” 


The instrument for judgment upon Manasseh 
was ready. “The captain of the host of the king 
of Assyria took Manasseh in chains and bound 
him with fetters and carried him to Babylon.”’ 
This is God’s usual way of punishing nations. 
He is using this method today. When His people 
depart from Him, he allows their enemies to 
overcome them. A recent book has been published 
called, “Wake up, Or Blow Up.” If Christians 
do not “wake up,” then we will be blown up by 
the Communists. If Judah had “waked up” in 
time, and turned to God, the land might have 
been saved from the Assyrians. 


This is also His way of dealing with the Church. 
When a church departs from Him, either in 
regard to false teaching or worldliness, indifference 
or self-righteous pride, He removes their candle- 
stick. This is clearly taught in His Letters to the 
Seven Churches of Asia. North Africa was at 
one time covered with churches. Some of the 
greatest leaders of the Church lived and labored 
there. They departed from the truth and the 
Mohammedan hordes swept over the land and 
went as far as Spain, wiping out the churches 
and slaying the Christians. —Today we have Mo- 
hammedan mosques where there ought to be 
churches. In Russia the Church became cold and 
formal and proud and corrupt, and Communism 
has largely displaced it. In Europe the Church 
became so corrupt that only the Reformation saved 
it. Someone has well said that the Great Revival 
in England saved that country from a “French 
Revolution.” 


’ 


Sin destroys; “Iniquity has been our ruin,” is 
the cry that goes up from ruined nations, ruined 
cities, ruined homes, ruined lives, all over the 
world; judgment begins at the house of God, and 
among God’s people. Modernism, which is any- 
thing but “modern,” is just unbelief, and is sap- 
ping the life of the Church and destroying its 
witnessing power. It destroyed Germany. It 
will destroy America, unless there is a ‘“‘Refresh- 
ing from on high’; a real Revival. How we need 
a “Great Awakening” in our beloved country! 
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Tl. His Repentance: 33 :12-19, 


It was a genuine repentance, but we shall see 
that the evils resulting from the first part of his 
reign could not be entirely uprooted, and that his 
belated turning to God could not save his nation 
from disaster. It is sometimes impossible to “‘re- 


move the scars.” 


It was affliction that brought him back: “When 
he was in affliction, he besought the Lord.” The 
goodness of God should lead us to repentance, 
but often it does not, and the rod has to be applied. 
It is that way in our homes. Our kindness and love 
ought to make our children obedient, but some- 
times we have to resort to chastisement. Manasseh 
needed the rod, and the rod was applied. He 
repented, and did works meet for repentance. He 
not only prayed to God for mercy, but he pro- 
ceeded to undo some of the evil. He took away 
the strange gods, and repaired the altar of the 
Lord. Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still 
in the high places, yet unto the Lord only. It is 
far easier to lead a nation into sin than it is to 
get them to return to God. As a whole his reign 
must be looked upon as a wicked one. The evil 
outweighed the good. He was not buried among 
the kings. 


1 think we ought to get a lesson for our indi- 
vidual lives from this. Many men turn to God 
after lives of great sin; men like John B. Gough, 
for instance, but the memory of their past sins 
is constantly before them. It is said of Gough 
that when he preached to young people, he would 
entreat them, with tears streaming down his 
cheeks; ‘““Young men, keep your record clean’! If 
Manasseh had “kept his record clean”, the story 
of Judah might have been different. 


IV’. Balance of the Chapter: 33:21-25. 


Manasseh was followed by his wicked son, Amon, 
who reigned for two years. “And his servants con- 
spired against him, and slew him in his own 
house.”’ Our children are likely to follow our 
bad example rather than our good. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By MATTHEW HENRY 


Now again available after being out of print. 
New biographical edition. A monumental 
work that has been for nearly two centuries 
without an equal and is to Bible teachers 
and to preachers what Shakespeare is t 


secular literature. Complete in every detail. 
Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. Post- 


paid. 
ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 5 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


People Are People 


Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”’ 
Prayer 

Scripture: James 2:1-9 

Hymn: “We Bear The Strain Of Earthly Care” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Blest Be The Tie That Binds” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

We may say “people are people,” but there are 
many times when our attitudes and our actions 
indicate that we believe quite differently. It is 
actually true with most of us that there are some 
people whom we like and others whom we do not 
like, some whom we accept into our fellowship 
and others whom we do not accept, some whom 
we treat with love and respect and others whom 
we treat disdainfully. Generally speaking the peo- 
ple we like to have around us are those who are 
most like us with regard to their background, 
social station, habits, customs, etc. “Those who 
differ from us in these respects we are likely to 
reject from our fellowship, our “crowd.” 


Last week we discussed in general terms what 
the Bible teaches about man. We found that 
man is a creature of God, made in God’s likeness. 
We found that man lost his place of close fellow- 
ship with God because of his own sin, and we 
found that man can be saved from sin and restored 
to a right relation to God through faith in Christ 
and His saving work. It follows from this that 
some of the differences between us and others 
are relatively unimportant, but that the really 
essential division is between those who are still 
lost in sin and those who have been really born 
again through faith in Christ. 


The purpose of this program is to determine 
what should be our attitude and behaviour toward 
those who differ from us, both in the superficial 
matters and in that most essential matter of our 
relation to God. 


We shall think first of the non-essential differ- 
ences such as wealth, social position, education, 


intelligence, nationality, and race. When we say 


these differences are non-essential, we do not 
mean that they are not real or that they never 
make problems. They just do not compare in 
importance with the difference between those who 
are saved and those who are lost. 


First SPEAKER: 

The first thing to remember is that all who 
are Christians are brothers and sisters in Christ. 
The Bible says, “For ye are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus . . . There is neither 
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Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus.” Gal. 3:26,28. We cannot 
deny that differences of appearance, custom, in- 
telligence, and background do exist between peo- 
ple; but whenever we truly accept this teaching 
of Scripture, these differences will not seem so 
important. 


Recognizing that superficial differences do exist, 
and recognizing that through Christ it is possible 
for all men to come to God as His children; the 
next thing we need to do is to learn to respect 
people as they are. There is often a temptation 
to try to force people to conform to our way of 
life. If we are poor, we think everybody else 
ought to be poor, and we are suspicious of those 


who are not. We have certain customs, and we 


think everybody else ought to live by the same 
customs. We are tempted to think that those who 
differ from us in any respect are inferior. We 
can prove our respect for others and their dignity 
by accepting them as they are without insisting 
that they adopt our ways. On the other hand, it 
is not very natural to adopt the ways of others 
in order to promote conformity. You do not have 
to adopt the slovenly speech and dress of another 
person to prove that you recognize his Christian 
worth. The best rule seems to be that of love and 
naturalness. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Now we come to the essential differences which 
are moral and spiritual. The greatest difference 
in the world exists between those who are in Christ 
and those who are out of Christ, those who are 
saved and those who are lost. There are many 
times when we are not as concerned about this 
difference as we are about some of the things 
which our first speaker mentioned. If we are not 
too spiritually minded ourselves, it may be that 
spiritual differences are not very apparent to us. 
If non-Christian people were always ugly, ignorant, 
and repulsive, we might take the difference more 
to heart; but such is not the case. Many times 
unbelievers among the young people are very in- 
telligent and very attractive. Outwardly they may 
rate far better than many Christians. We need 
to keep the essential difference ever in mind, but 
this does not mean that we are to despise them 
or withdraw ourselves from them completely. Just 
what are we to think, and how are we to act 
toward these people? 


Our attitudes and actions with regard to unbe- 
lievers should be governed by an unceasing desire 
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to see them accept Christ as their Saviour and 
Lord. This means first of all that we will show 
ourselves sincerely friendly. It does not mean that 
we should join ourselves to that person and his 
ways. He will not respect your Christ if you show 
any willingness to compromise your convictions 
about what is right. The best procedure is to invite 
an unbeliever into your fellowship of Christian 
friends, making it clear that Christian principles 
are to be followed in the life and conduct of your 
group. Words of witness backed up by Christianity 


in action is the best method of proving to an un- . 


believer his need of Christ. ‘This is the best way 
of reaching the sinful people of the world without 
becoming involved in the sinful ways of the world. 


Women’s Work 


Appalachia Synod Training School 


The seventh annual Training School of the 
Women of the Church, Synod of Appalachia, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., will be held June 
13th through the 18th at King College in Bris- 
tol, Tenn., under the leadership of Mrs. R. A. 
Dobyns, Dean and Synodical President. 


At the same time the school will be in 
progress the Annual Meeting of the Women of 
the Church, Synod of Appalachia, will also be 
held at King College the 16th and 17th with 
the Women of the Church, Knoxville Presby- 


tery as hostess. 


CALLS TO PRAYER FROM 
MISSIONARIES 


“How many of you are willing to pray with 
us daily that we may have graduate and student 
nurses who will cooperate and give to the patients 
a Christian service that will make them want to 
know more of this Gospel which they hear in the 
hospital each day’? Margaret Wood 

Mato Grosso, Brazil 


“At home in America, it’s hard to visualize the 
situation of Christians over here. This afternoon 
a young man, who introduced himself to us at 
church, came by to see us. He has become a 
Protestant, but all his family are Roman Catholics 
as well as the girl in whom he is interested and 
her family. His sister is in a convent. He expressed 
to us the feeling of loneliness that one feels when 
all who are near and important to a person look 
on him as a heretic. Protestants are in a tiny 
minority in Belgium. ‘Their pastors’ salaries, as a 
whole, are very low and there are not enough of 
them to do the work of extension they would like 
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to do. Yet, many in the churches truly know what 
they believe and are anxious that others may know 
their Saviour, too. The Catholic Church is very 
strong. Contrary to the situation in other countries, 
a high percentage are ardent in their faith. The 
Catholic political party is the largest in the country. 
Many people in the land are seeking something 
more than they have spiritually. It does seem that 
the Lord can do wonderful things here. Won't 
you pray that there will be a great turning to 
Jesus Christ? Please pray that more Belgian 
Protestant missionaries may be sent to Congo, as 
their presence would be a great aid to the work 
there.” —Wrm. S. Metzel 


Brussels, Belgium 


“Supervising Bible Clubs has been one of the 
most interesting phases of our work. These Bible 
Clubs have been begun as a relief measure among 
poor communities. where the children are unable 
to attend any other school. Many of these clubs 
meet in the afternoon or evening, because the chil- 
dren go to the hills during the day to collect grass 
and firewood to sell. The children are taught 
reading, writing, and arithmetic - to the tune of 
Bible songs, verses and stories.” 

—George IT’. Brown 
Kwangju, Korea 


“One day my new neighbor of six weeks said 
to me: “As I washed my clothes every day and 
listened to your singing about a Saviour, a yearn- 
ing to know Him came into and filled my heart, 
and | said to myself, ‘Who will tell me about that 
Saviour? What do I need to do to enter the Pres- 
byterian Church’? Frankly I felt like shouting with 
jov, for every day we had prayed for our new 
neighbor, who had told me soon after arriving 
that she really didn’t feel the need for a religion! 
We are planting continuously - and the Lord con- 
tinues to give the increase here in the heart of 
Brazil.” —T.R. Taylor 

Estado de Goias, Brazil 


A LETTER FROM OSAKA TO THE 
WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 
Dear Ladies: 


As I promised some time ago, I am following 
up my letter of the building of the clinic with 
news of its opening. Your medical work here in 
Osaka, Japan, has begun. I have waited to write 
until the first month had gone by so I could report 
to you on the work. 


The Clinic officially opened on January 27, 
1955. During the first month we are happy to 
report we had 159 new patients with a total of 
325 patients counting the re-visits many made. 
This we feel shows the great need we are going 
to serve. These people came to the clinic without 
any advertising on our part, they knew the clinic 
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was open only by word of mouth. Each week 
that has passed has brought a steady increase in 
the number who come. At the rate the people are 
coming they will soon overflow the clinic facilities 
and we will need the hospital as soon as possible. 


Again we want to thank you, on behalf of these 
sick and needy people, for your Birthday Offering 
which will make a real hospital possible. Pray for 
us that we will be able, also, to help many find 
healing for their souls. | | 

Yours in Christ’s Service, 


Ovid B. Bush, Jr. - M.D. 


INTERCESSION— DOES IT PAY? 


Andrew Murray has called attention to the 
fact that Chirst, in all His instructions to His 
disciples, spoke much more often about their 
praying than about their preaching. And _ the 
prayer life of our Lord Himself gave sufficient 
evidence of the primary importance of prayer. 
You will find it most worthwhile and _ reveal- 
ing to go through the Gospels and mark the 
numerous accounts of Jesus praying. 


Intercession is work. In fact, it is the great- 
est work which we can do. This is borne out 
in the lives of Praying Hyde, George Mueller, 
Hudson ‘Taylor and countless other prayer 
warriors who simply took God at His Word. 
Christ, in promising that we should do “greater 
works” (John 14:12), gave the secret in the 
following verse when He said, “Whatsoever 
ve shall ask in My Name that will I do.” The 
work that is pleasing to Him is that which 
the Holy Spirit Himself does through us as 
we allow Him to have control. 

Last year in the Recommendation of the 
Women’s Advisory Council their first item un- 
der Spiritual Growth was: That every women’s 
group be urged to consider seriously the po- 
tential of prayer among its consecrated mem- 
bership and that they form prayer groups to 
undergird the work of the entire church. 


It was not surprising to note, when the An- 
nual Spiritual Growth Reports of the Synodical 
were studied, that prayer played an important 
part in those groups claiming the greatest 
spiritual blessings. A number of prayer groups, 
in addition to those of the circles and other 
routine meetings, were reported. One Tuesday 
morning group has met continuously for nine- 
teen years. One group reported their prayer 
groups as “highlighting their spiritual life for 
the entire year,” while another chairman in 
speaking of a weekly morning group said, 
“There was a spiritual hunger among our 
women which this seemed to satisfy.”” Yes, Com- 
tnunion with Christ always satisfies. 


_ Some circles and executive boards are finding 
\( profitable to meet ahead of the scheduled 
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time each meeting for a definite time of prayer. 
Where there is a real desire for fellowship in 
prayer, obstacles may be overcome as is shown 
by the group in an industrial area who organ- 
ized a morning prayer group for second and 
third shift workers who cannot attend the mid- 
week night service. Or think of the blessing 
received by all concerned of those who report 
holding prayer services in the homes of their 
shut-ins. We all know how news, good or bad, 
spreads. One rural group is using the telephone 
for another purpose: to enlist their community 
in prayer. The Spiritual Growth Chairman calls 
a member, enlisting special prayer. She in turn 
calls another until the whole community is 
praying. 


Great cause for gratitude to Him was revealed 
in reports of answered prayer. One organization 
began to pray at the beginning of last year that 
God would lay on the hearts of their women 
the support of a Foreign Missionary. Great 1s 
His Faithfulness! At the end of the year when 
the annual report was made, they had almost 
the entire amount needed for 1955 in the bank. 
At its January 1954 meeting our Synodical Ex- 
ecutive Board convenanted to pray together for 
laborers to be called. (Matt. 9:38). He answered 
in a wonderful way, several from South Carolina 
being among those called. In presenting the 
prayer topic, the Chairman of Spiritual Growth 
gave parts of a letter from one of our Veteran 
Korean Missionaries who will retire soon and 
whose heart was burdened because there had 
been no new volunteers for single women evan- 
gelists in that area for a number of years. He 
not only answers, but “exceeding abundantly.” 
One of the young women who volunteered 
thought He would lead her to perhaps any field 
but Korea or that area. “But God...” Already 
she is in Korea. 


One of our missionaries in Brazil testifies 
that she is there as the result of a prayer group 
to which she belonged. As she prayed with the 
group for Him to call forth laborers, He spoke 
to her own heart. Yes, intercession is the great- 
est work we can do. And millions at home and 
abroad are dying without Christ. Recently, a 
converted Jewess, who is a real witness for Christ, 
was introduced to a friend who has worked with 
and prayed daily for the Jews for years. When 
told of this she remarked, “Just think, I may 
be one of your converts. When we get to Heaven, 
I’m going to ask our Lord.” 


Will there be those in Heaven who’ll say 
‘I’m here because you cared?”’ Won’t it be worth 
all the time you’ve spent and the sacrifices made 
of things even perhaps good and rightful in 
themselves. In the light of the Cross, can we 
do less than give ourselves over to Him, to let 
Him pour out Himself through us to touch other 
lives? | 
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Do you long for power with God and men? 
“According to your faith be it unto you.” Hearts 
that are kept cleansed and hearts that are obedi- 
ent to His Will will find their faith continually 
growing and reaching out to take God at His 
Word. 


“If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be 
done unto you.” 


—(Mrs. W. B.) Madaline K. Ardrey 
Fort Mill, S. C. 


Church News 


WORLD MISSIONS REPORT 


775,978.40 
Percentage of annual budget 

25.44% 
Balance needed for 1955 2,274,021.60 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 


Presbyterian Junior College 
Commencement 


Maxton, N. C. — Commencement at Presby- 
terian Junior College will be held the week end 
of May 29, with graduating exercises on Monday, 
May 30, at eleven o'clock. Principal address will 
be made by Dr. James Appleby, Director of Field 
Work, Union Theological Seminary. At 2:30 on 
Sunday afternoon there will be a Memorial Service 
in honor of the Reverend Robert S. Arrowood and 
his wife, Mary Louise Arrowood, who founded 
Elise Academy in 1904, out of which grew Pres- 
byterian Junior College. 


On Monday morning, May 30, at eleven o’clock, 
the graduating exercises will be held, with the 
principal address by Mr. Edwin A. West, Super- 
intendent of Washington City Schools, Washington, 
North Carolina. 


SOUTH CAROLINA CHURCH NEWS 


Manning — Rev. Cameron D. L. Mosser, of 
Burlington, N. C., has accepted a call to this 
church, and took over the work on May 8. 


Spartanburg — Dr. W. B. Ward has resigned 
the First Presbyterian Church to accept a call to 
the Grace Covenant Church in Richmond, Va. 


Fraser Memorial, Sumter — Rev. H. L. Reaves, 
Jr., a recent graduate of Columbia Seminary, has 
been called to this church, and will also serve 
Miller Chapel, sponsored by the First Presbyterian 
Church. 
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Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 


Norman A. Horner has been elected Professor 
of Missions and Dean of Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary. Professor Horner, who served as a mis- 
sionary in the French Cameroun for ten years, 
has been Associate Professor in the faculty at 
Louisville since 1949, and Acting Dean since 1953. 
Now the Board of Directors announces his double 
appointment. In his capacity as Dean he succeeds 
Dr. Lewis J. Sherrill, now Professor of Practica] 
Theology at Union Seminary, New York. 


NORFOLK PRESBYTERY 


APRIL MEETING 


Rev. Charles J. Hollandsworth, retiring Mod- 
erator, preached, Mr. H. Rives King, Ruling 
Elder of the Royster Memorial Church, was elected 
Moderator, Vice Mod., Rev. Lawrence F. Stresh- 
ley, Jr., and Rev. Wm. R. Cameron, Temporary 
Clerk. 


Recent pastoral changes are: Rev. Paul A. Ches- 
ney was dismissed to Kanawha Presbytery and 
Rev. John Wesley Folta, who had been supplying 
the Belle Haven and Powelton Churches, was re- 
ceived from Steubenville Presbytery, U.S.A. He 
and his wife are now under appointment by the 
Board of World Missions to mission work in Korea. 


The Presbytery will meet in adjourned session 
May 26th in the Royster Memorial Church and 
in regular stated session in the Lafayette Church 
in Norfolk, Va., July 26. 

—W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk. 


WINSTON-SALEM PRESBYTERY 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened for 
its seventy-third Stated Meeting in the Reynolda 
Church, Reynolda, N. C., May 3, 1955, with 20 
ministers and 24 Ruling Elders in attendance. The 
devotional service was conducted by Candidate 
Dawes B. Graybeal, after which Presbytery was 
called to order by the Moderator, Rev. Paul 
Richards. Ruling Elder Felix O. Gee of the Lex- 
ington First Church was elected Moderator. The 
Pastor of the Church, Rev. W. R. Smith, Jr., 
proved to be a most genial host. A large portion 
of the meeting was devoted to the examination 
of three candidates for the Gospel Ministry— 
R. E. Hilderbrandt, Dawes B. Graybeal and Rus- 
sell Burns; these three are completing their work 
at Union Seminary this year. After satisfactory 
examinations all three were licensed to preach and 
commissions appointed to ordain and install them 
as pastors in the churches to which they have been 
respectively called—R. E. Hilderbrandt in the 
Sparta Church, May 29 and Glade Valley, June 
19, Dawes B. Graybeal in the Montview Church, 
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Winston-Salem, June 26 and Russell- Burns in 
the West Jefferson Church, June 19. 


Candidate James H. Monroe was received by 
transfer from Mecklenburg Presbytery. All the 
Amendments to the Book of Church Order were 
adopted except the new chapter on the Director 
of Christian Education. Charles Jackson Miuiller, 
a member of the Reynolda Church was received 
under the care of the Presbytery as a candidate for 
the Gospel Ministry. Mr. Miller is graduating 
from High School this spring and will enter David- 
son College this fall. Interesting reports were 
made by the committees on Christian Education 
and Church Extension, particularly with progress 
being made in the Negro Work in the City of 
Winston-Salem. The next Stated Meeting of the 
Presbytery will be held with the Danbury and 
Clark Memorial churches at Danbury, September 
13, 1955. : 

J. Harry Whitmore, S. C. 


CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 


Memphis, Tenn. — Public relations consultants 
from six Southern states assembled here this week 
to advise the Presbyterian Church, U. S., on its 
plans to make 1956 a year of special emphasis on 
Christian higher education. A Winston-Salem, 
N. C., banker, W. H. Neal, was today elected 
chairman of the group. He is vice-president of 
the Wachovia Bank and Trust Company. 


Chosen as secretary of the consultants was 
Stewart Bell of Winchester, Va., who will also 
be coordinator of the program of emphasis. 


Others attending included Bill M. Sansing, ad- 
vertising man of Dallas, Texas; Ed Lipscomb of 
the National Cotton Council, Memphis, Tenn.; 
W. Richard Maxwell, assistant to president of 
Reynolds Metals Company, Richmond, Va.; Clin- 
ton Harris, secretary of church relations, Board 
of Christian Education, Richmond, Va.; and Olin 
E. Hinkle, professor of journalism at the University 
of Texas, Austin. Prof. Hinkle will be technical 
assistant to the Division of Higher Education, 
Richmond, in the summer of 1955. 


Presiding over the sessions was Dr. Hunter B. 
Blakely, secretary of the Division of Higher Edu- 
cation. A guest participant was Vice-President R. P. 
Richardson of Southwestern University, Memphis. 


Purpose of the year of emphasis, and objective 
of the public relations consultants, was set forth 
by Dr. Blakely. It is to advise not only the mem- 
bership of the Presbyterian Church, but all people 
of the South, of the vital importance of Christ- 
Wr pes education in today’s battle for the minds 
of men. 


Dr. Blakely stressed that in America it was the 
Christian college which “lighted the lamps of 
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learning.” Of the first 118 colleges established, 
he said, 104 were church colleges. Of 182 colleges 
established by 1860, and which still exist, 163 were 
church institutions. He asserted that “Christian 
education must be made relevant and more intel- 
ligible to the public and such education must pro- 
vide the manpower for the entire program of the 
church.” He added that “the battle for the world 
today is at its heart a war of ideas. The Presby- 
terian Church has been a pioneer in education and 
steadfast in its devotion to Christian faith and 
democratic principles.” 


STUDIES IN ISAIAH. Edward J. Young. Eerd- 
mans. $2.50. 


The articles that comprise this book were orig- 
inally written in The Westminster Theological 
Journal. Dr. Young has written voluminously 
on Isaiah and this volume serves to acquaint the 
reader with recent criticism of Isaiah and to de- 
fend the New ‘Testament interpretation of the 
book. The writer is particularly helpful in his dis- 
cussion of the Immanuel prophecy and he cautions 
evangelical scholars not to abandon the true mean- 
ing of the prophecy. 


The first of these chapters deals with the history 
of the study of Isaiah of the last one hundred 
years. Dr. Young holds that no great commentary 
on Isaiah has been written since 1900 and that 
true exegesis has suffered since that time under 
the influence of Duhm and the School of Form 
Criticism. ‘This volume is profusely documented 
and the author writes for specialists in this field. 
The volume is conservative in its treatment of the 
important subjects dealing with the writings of 
Isaiah. 


THE SHADOW OF THE Tower. Florence Ben- 
nett Anderson. Christopher Publishing House. 


$4.50. 


This historical novel is built around the romantic 
biography of Henry Percy, Ninth Earl of North- 
umberland. The period covered extends from the 
accession in 1558 of the last Tudor Monarch, 
Elizabeth to the Wizard’s death in 1632. The 
England depicted is Elizabethean and Jacobean. 


A Lire or CALvIN. 
John Knox Press. $2.75. 


All who desire to know more about the genius 
of the great Reformer of Geneva will find this 
volume useful. With a warmth seldom found in 
a book of this kind, Dr. Stickelberger shows us 
the true nature of this modest yet dynamic man 
who at the time of his death was beloved by the 


Emanuel Stickelberger. 
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